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Recognising signs of Neglect
Neglect is the persistent failure to meet a child's basic and essential needs.

Children need adequate food, water, shelter, warmth, protection and health care and they
need their carers to be attentive, dependable and kind.

There are many signs that may indicate neglect. If your instincts tell you that something is
wrong, then you should take action and follow your Setting Safeguarding Procedure.

The Neglect toolkit and Neglect toolkit - children with additional needs provide a framework
for good practice around the early identification and signs of neglect.

If you have any concerns, you MUST speak to your Manager or Child Protection Lead
Officer and follow the Setting Safeguarding Procedure.

Persistently ignored by
parent or carer
Parent unresponsive or
failing to respond
appropriately

Absence from the setting.

Educational Neglect Guidance:
Practitioner guide - educational neglect

Poor appearance.
Impairment of normal
growth and development

Over or underweight and medical
advice not being followed

Clothing:
ie. inaleeq_ua!te, dirty, Being left indoors or
ill-fitting outside alone

Hunger / suitable POSSible signs Of without supervision

dietary requirements Neglect Inadequate home
not being met

environment
Not following advice

Poor personal hygiene.
around safer sleep

Unwashed clothing

Poor muscle tone, Being withdrawn ~ Untreated health

prominent joints. and anxious OR problems; sores,
Thin or swollen tummy Not being provided angry and rashes, fleas, bad
with age-appropriate  aggressive teeth
stimulation

Further reading:

o What to do if you’re worried a child is being abused (Child abuse concerns - guide for practitioners)
e www.gov.uk/government/publications/working-together-to-safeguard-children--2

e SSCP: Southampton Safeguarding Children Partnership

Neglect Toolkit (including Neglect Toolkit for children with SEN): Neglect toolkit
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https://www.southampton.gov.uk/children-families/early-years-and-childcare/parents-carers/southampton-spotlights/neglect/
https://www.southampton.gov.uk/children-families/childrens-social-care/southampton-safeguarding-children-partnership/professionals/themes-guidance-and-toolkits/neglect-toolkit/
https://www.southampton.gov.uk/children-families/childrens-social-care/southampton-safeguarding-children-partnership/professionals/themes-guidance-and-toolkits/neglect-toolkit/children-additional-needs/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-to-do-if-youre-worried-a-child-is-being-abused--2
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/working-together-to-safeguard-children--2
https://www.southampton.gov.uk/children-families/childrens-social-care/southampton-safeguarding-children-partnership/
https://www.southampton.gov.uk/children-families/childrens-social-care/southampton-safeguarding-children-partnership/professionals/themes-guidance-and-toolkits/neglect-toolkit/
http://www.nspcc.org.uk/
https://www.southampton.gov.uk/children-families/early-years-and-childcare/safeguarding-and-welfare/
https://www.southampton.gov.uk/children-families/childrens-social-care/southampton-safeguarding-children-partnership/professionals/themes-guidance-and-toolkits/neglect-toolkit/sscp-neglect-toolkit/practical-tools/practitioner-guides/educational-neglect/

