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Another great year in the life of the Junior Neighbourhood Wardens 

The new financial year started in April with the Juniors supporting the ABP Marathon as 
they have done for over 10 years.  

 

 

  

 

 

We also had 3 great days with our Bugs & Bits 2 events. We had a variety of activities 
including a bug hunt, nature trail, bugs under microscopes and installation of the bug 
hotels the Juniors built on Bugs & Bits 1. We asked the Juniors at the start a series of 
questions about Insects and again at the end to see what they learnt (see the results in 
the image below. Joint working with the Parks team this was a really successful project. 
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This event raises thousands of pounds for 
worthwhile causes and charities through the 
runner’s sponsorship. We play our part in this 
amazing event by running a water station each 
year, supporting the runners, cheering them on 
and helping to keep them hydrated. 

We have 20-30 volunteers each year 
supporting the event, thank you to everyone 
who has supported over the years. 

April 

https://www.southampton.gov.uk/housing/your-tenancy/tenant-participation/junior-neighbourhood-wardens/junior-wardens-news/article/february-half-term-2024/
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https://www.southampton.gov.uk/housing/your-tenancy/tenant-participation/junior-neighbourhood-wardens/junior-wardens-news/article/february-half-term-2024/
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Play Day is a vibrant community event that brings people of all 
ages and backgrounds together for a day of fun and connection. 

Designed to be fully inclusive, Play Day offers a diverse range of 
activities that cater to everyone, ensuring no one is left out. The 
event features predominantly free activities, making it accessible 
to all.  

Visitors can enjoy a mix of sports, arts and crafts, and various 
interactive activities specifically tailored for young people. 

In addition, information stalls are available, offering valuable 
resources and support for children and families. These stalls are 
staffed by local businesses, charities, and organisations, 
reflecting the community's commitment to supporting its 
residents. 

Play Day is more than just a day of fun, it's an opportunity to break down barriers and foster a 
sense of unity within the community. By bringing people together in a shared space, the event 
encourages social interaction and mutual support, helping to build stronger relationships among 
residents. In essence, 

Play Day is a celebration of community spirit, offering a day of enjoyment while strengthening the 
bonds that hold the community together. 

 

July 

Full Report 

https://www.southampton.gov.uk/housing/your-tenancy/tenant-participation/junior-neighbourhood-wardens/junior-wardens-news/article/play-day-report-2024/
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Over 2000 children and families came to join us 
for the first Play Day organised by the Junior 
Wardens. This event has run for the past 15 
years, organised by SCPA. When they sadly 
closed their doors this last year. I wanted to 
keep this amazing event alive so took on the 
challenge. 

So many organisations and charities supported 
the event, not only providing activities for 
children but support for parents. A massive 
thank you to everyone who supported the 
event. 

I am now going to be running this event each 
year, sticking as usual to the first Friday of the 
schools Summer Holiday's. Come along and 
join us in 2025, Hoglands Park for a bigger and 
better Play Day. 

 

Chelle: "thanks Ian, this is a 
Southampton favourite in the holidays 
for us” 

Ralph: "So glad it went ahead, well 
done Ian & thanks to all who took part" 

Rachel: “Was so pleased to hear Play 
Day was saved. We've been going for 
years and kids love it. Great Job” 

Alison: "We had awonderful day, 
thanks to all" 

Mandy: “Amazing day, kids loved it & I 
got some advice on housing” 

If you, or you know of any local groups or 
businesses who would like to take part next 
year, please get in touch using the QR code 
below. 
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Lepsa, Tenant Participation 
Team Leader  

"Wow, what an event! As I was 
approaching Hoglands Park I 
could hear the chatter and the 
children's laughter, so nice to 
hear! The whole place was 
buzzing. 
A very nice atmosphere, brilliantly 
organised event Thank you Ian" 
 
Debbie Chase, Director of Public 
Health 
“It was great to see so many 
families from across the city come 
together at Play Day. There was a 
variety of stalls and activities, 
making it easy for parents to 
connect with services and offers 
and make new friends whilst their 
children were having fun! 
My thanks to all the agencies and 
community groups that came 
together that day to make this 
such a success and I look forward 
to another event in the future." 

 

Francesca, Community Cohesion and 
Engagement Manager 

“I thought it was a fantastic event - great to see so 
many children, young people and parents having 
fun, being active and engaging with the services you 
had there! Really looking forward to next year!!! 

The Family Hubs “We had a great day, we ran fun 
fitness inspired activities for all ages.  

The team were also able to give advice and 
information about our services. Such a great day 
and we signed up100 new families on the day who 
we can now support. 
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Intergen has been running for over 10 
years now and feels more like a family 
than an Intergenerational group. 

Over the years we have encouraged 
Young & Old to come together through 
activities such as fundraising, games, 
arts & crafts, cooking from around the 
world, educational talks and more. 

We have 20+ evenings every year. 

 

We have previously completed 2 mosaics for 
Fairfax Court and for the Veterans Centre. 
We are currently making one for Weston 
Court. 

We are always looking for new projects to 
help and support our community and fill our 
year full of interesting activities for the 
Intergen group to engage with. 

 Intergenerational activities are proven 
to be beneficial in many ways. They can 
help build confidence, challenge 
assumptions and prejudices and help 
tackle social isolation and loneliness 
for both young and old. 

Intergen Calendar can be found HERE 

 

https://www.southampton.gov.uk/housing/your-tenancy/tenant-participation/junior-neighbourhood-wardens/junior-warden-events/


 
 

 Junior.Wardens@southampton.gov.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

February Half Term 

Knowing the weather in February half 
term, I arranged for some indoor 
activity days. The 3 days were held in 
Weston, Northam and Millbrook to 
cover a large area of the city. 

At each event there were a round 
robin of activities keeping the day 
interesting, fast paced and fun. 

3 great days 

In addition to the activities, we were joined by 
Film & Media students from Solent University. 

I pitched my film idea to them several weeks ago 
for them to produce a promotional film for me 
regarding the Junior Wardens Scheme.  

My pitch was successful, and they attended all 
three events, filming activities and talking to 
some of the young people during the sessions. 
Watch this space for the official film coming soon   

Alison 
“My girls had an amazing time, thanks for arranging” 

Bern 
“Thanks for the meaningful activities and amazing 

arrangement” 
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February Half Term 

Cooking 
Kitchen Safety 

First Aid 
Team Building 

Problem Solving 
Resilience 
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Overview 
Over the past 12 months I have 

Joined a new team, Tenant Engagement  

Engaged with 505 young people in council residential areas 

Organised 16 Junior Warden Projects 

Supported 6 additional council events 

Planned & run 22 Intergen evenings & trips out 

Project managed Play Day for the first time, engaging over 2000 
Southampton residents 

Over 80 posts on Facebook to our 761 followers, in addition to publishing 
reports and Images 

Designed, produced and delivered 5 Half Term Reports internally and 
externally 

Redesigned the Junior Wardens web pages to include a news page and 2 
calendars for Intergen events 

Produced briefings & a pitch to Solent University for a Junior Wardens 
promotional film (being produced as we speak) 

Secured over £15,000 in additional funding from outside supporters and 
businesses. 

Recruited 62 New Junior Wardens between 22/4/24 & today 

Planning future projects for Easter and planning Play Day 2025 

Etc… 
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