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1. Contractors are used widely on Children and Families sites throughout the city on a wide range of tasks.  Southampton City Council has statutory obligations for the actions of the contractors that it employs, and these obligations are contained In the Health and Safety at Work etc Act 1974.  It is not possible for these obligations to be delegated to a contractor. When procuring contracts, it is necessary that the risks to contractors, employees and other third parties are considered as far is as reasonably practicable.  It should also be emphasised that Southampton City Council has a statutory duty towards its own employees when contractors are working on premises under the authority’s control.  If the authority fails to meet its obligations, a criminal prosecution could result.

2. The term contract or contractor can also extend to parents in a school or voluntary groups.  It should be remembered that a verbal request or a written order can constitute a contract.  It is not acceptable for persons employed by the authority to arrange for works to be undertaken by a third party with inadequate formal arrangements in place to ensure that the work is carried out so that there is no risk to others.

3. All contracts should contain adequate health and safety requirements.  It is especially important where work is carried out in Children and Families premises that particular care is taken to ensure health and safety arrangements are adequate.  This is because there are additional responsibilities on the authority under the Health and Safety at Work etc Act 1974 and there are likely to be a greater number of persons at risk, many of them vulnerable.  The person in control of the premises should ensure that the work does not present a hazard to pupils, staff or visitors.  Advice from the Corporate Health and Safety Service should be sought if there are any doubts.

4. Further advice can be found in the following publication:
4.1 Southampton City Council Safe Working Procedure – Control of Contractors and Service Providers.
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