[image: image1.jpg]SOUTHAMPTON
CITYCOUNCIL




1. Each year young people are killed or injured on construction sites. This is of particular concern when construction activities take place on school premises.

2. Sites are seen by some young people as a playground and others as a place to make mischief but there are many hidden hazards that could result in serious injuries or even death.

3. The Local Authority, contractor and Headteacher have a statutory duty to co-operate to minimise the risks.

4. The main obligations are to ensure that:
4.1. The contractor selected is competent in terms of Health and Safety; 
4.2. The contract contains clear terms and conditions relating to health and safety requirements; and
4.3. The contract is monitored;
5. With works that are organised by the LA this should have been taken care of.  If the works are organised by the school, then the Headteacher has a statutory obligation to ensure that this happens. The authority's policy is set out in Safe Working Procedure – Control of Contractors and Service Providers.

6. Whilst all parties involved in the process have a duty of care, the Headteacher has the overriding duty of care to the pupils in the school. Headteachers should satisfy themselves that construction activities are not putting their employees or pupils at risk and should co-operate with the contractor and the LA to ensure this. 

7. Whenever possible, projects or activities which present high risks to employees and pupils should be carried out during school holidays, at weekends or out of school hours.  If it is not possible, the work should be programmed to avoid busy periods such as school start, finish and break times. Deliveries should also be arranged to avoid these times.

8. It is important to liaise closely with the contractor throughout the work particularly on the safeguards to protect employees and pupils.

9. Site Security

9.1 Construction sites on school grounds must be securely fenced;  
9.2 2 metre high HERRAS fence sections are normally used to present a physical barrier between the site and the school. These must be of a climb resistant close mesh type and kept in good repair;  
9.3 Gaps under the fence must be as small as possible to stop anyone gaining access under the fence. The top of the fence should not cause any harm to anyone who may attempt to climb it;
9.4 The fence should have the correct signage for informing of a construction site;
9.5 Fencing alone is not adequate. Significant hazards within the fenced area should be considered and adequate precautions taken;


10. Further advice can be found in the following publication:
10.1 Southampton City Council Safe Working Procedure – Control of Contractors and Service Providers.
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