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1. ‘Work at height is any place, including a place at, above or below ground level, where a person could be injured if they fell from that place’. As part of The Working at Height Regulations 2005, headteachers must ensure:

1.1. All work at height is properly planned and organised;

1.2. Those involved in work at height are competent;

1.3. The specific risks from work at height are assessed and appropriate work:
1.4. Equipment is selected and used;
1.5. The risks from fragile surfaces are properly controlled; and

1.6. Equipment for work at height is properly inspected and maintained;
2. There is a simple hierarchy for managing and selecting equipment for work at height.

3. Duty holders must:

3.1. Avoid work at height where they can;

3.2. Use work equipment or other measures to prevent falls where they cannot avoid working at height;
3.3. Where they cannot eliminate the risk of a fall, use work equipment or other measures to minimise the distance and consequences of a fall should one occur.

Ladders

4. Ladders must only be used for light short-term work.  Only ladders which comply with the relevant British Standard EN131 Professional shall be used. 
5. BS1129 and 2039 ladders class 1 or 2 can still be used has long as they are serviceable.
6. BS EN 131 Non – Professional or BS1129 or 2039 class 3 (Domestic) ladders will not be used in SCC Schools. Any contractor working at height in schools will also not use these ladders onsite.
7. All ladders/stepladders must be subject to regular inspections with records kept of these inspections.

8. The SWP – Working Safely at Height covers the requirement for training, how to maintain the ladder/s, protective clothing to be worn and how to erect and use the ladder.

Safe Erection and Use of Mobile Scaffolds (Towers)

9. From time to time schools may hire or purchase their own mobile scaffold (tower).  There is a need for any employee that may have to erect or use an mobile scaffold (tower) to be adequately trained in the relevant aspects of the Working at Height Regulations and they must be provided with adequate information and training to safely assemble and disassemble any particular type of tower they are required to use in school.

10. The SWP – Working Safely at Height covers the requirement for training, how to maintain the mobile scaffold, protective clothing to be worn and how to erect and use the mobile scaffold (tower).

11. Further Guidance
11.1. Southampton City Council Working at Height Microsite
11.2. 
Southampton City Council Safe Working Procedure – Working Safely at Height.
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