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1. The surface of playgrounds and play areas should be maintained in a good condition, even and free from loose grit and other obstructions.  Synthetic plastic surfaces provide safer facilities for play areas.  Play areas should, if possible, be located well away from windows and walls with sharp corners.  All play areas should be clearly visible for appointed play area supervisors.

2. The space limitations in these areas are the cause of most problems and accidents in playgrounds.  To alleviate this, play activities should be arranged and controlled so that the dispersal of pupils is encouraged.  

3. Playground equipment should meet the appropriate British Standard.  The surrounding surface should be level and or non-slip design and made of impact absorbing material.  Climbing frames should be long and low preferably, the maximum height being 2.5 metres.  Staff must supervise any activities that take place on climbing equipment. Climbing frames should not be used in bad weather.

4. Surfaces of playing fields vary according to the weather.  Occurrences of rain, frost and snow may lead to differing risks and the conditions should be assessed on their own merits.  If the member of staff 
supervising activities feels that there is a real risk, these areas should not be used.  Safety on playing fields can be affected by items of waste that may be discarded on them.

5. Further advice can be found in the following publications:

5.1. BAALPE “Safe Practice in Physical Education” ISBN 1 87122809 – 3 (Held in school)
5.2. The School Premises (England) Regulations 2012 applies to Community (Maintained) Schools and Voluntary Controlled

5.3. The Education (Independent School Standards) Regulations 2014 (legislation.gov.uk) applies to Academies, Trust, Foundation and Voluntary Aided.
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