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1. Asbestos can present a serious health risk if there is any substantial exposure to airborne fibres.  In no circumstances must any member of staff or pupils as a part of any subject area use asbestos containing material.  
2. Asbestos containing materials were used in many school buildings especially during the 1960’s and 1970’s.  It is inevitable that some wall cladding materials, gutters, downpipes, flues, door linings etc. in schools will contain asbestos.  If in good condition these materials present no risk unless disturbed by drilling, cutting, sanding etc.  
3. Damaged material, which is considered to be asbestos, must be reported immediately to the Environmental Health Services, and dealt with in line with their advice.  It is particularly important that no one does anything on school premises that involves the disturbance of asbestos containing materials.  
4. Disturbance is likely and takes place doing such things as putting drawing pins in walls or maintenance activities by caretakers, contractors and volunteers.  Before any work is carried out it must be ensured that the school asbestos records have been checked.  Anyone that does any building work must be aware of the risks of asbestos, how to recognise it and the fact that it must not be disturbed.  
5. Southampton City Council’s commitment on managing asbestos is set out in Control of Asbestos Policy.

6. All information relating to asbestos surveys undertaken for Southampton City Council schools is published on the Corporate Asbestos Management Database (SCC Intranet). A copy of this information must be held by the Headteacher and Site Manager/Caretaker so any Southampton City Council or school appointed contractor who is working on the school building are briefed on the location of any asbestos containing material.
7. Further advice can be found in the following publications:
7.1. Southampton City Council Control of Asbestos Policy.
7.2. Southampton City Council Schools Asbestos Survey report. (SCC Intranet)
7.3. DfE Managing asbestos in your school or college - Guidance
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