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1. There are a number of different types of play equipment within school playgrounds. It is generally sited outside and is not under constant supervision. It is subject to adverse weather conditions, abuse and vandalism.


2. Each year, within the Authority, a number of serious incidents occur on play equipment. Some of them are unavoidable but some are linked with poorly selected, badly installed and improperly maintained equipment.

3. All play equipment within school grounds must be regularly inspected and maintained according to the manufacturer’s instructions. 
4. Guidance on Inspecting Children’s Outdoor Play Areas in School Grounds checklist has been produced to assist with the daily/weekly inspection which is carried by school staff.
5. Further advice can be found in the following publications:

5.1. Southampton City Council Safe Working Procedure – Play Equipment. 
5.2. Guidance on Inspecting Children’s Outdoor Play Areas in School Grounds
School Advice Note





Play Equipment Safety
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