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1. Woodworking machinery has the capacity to inflict very serious injuries indeed and legislation requires that a very strict safety regime exists.

Much of woodworking machine safety depends upon the operator of the machine applying a strict set of safeguards.  It is therefore essential that woodworking machinery is only used by specifically authorised persons who meet strict criteria of proven training, knowledge and experience and who have adequate information and instructions.


2. Many woodworking machine accidents occur because people attempt to undertake unsuitable tasks on machines, which were not designed for the purpose.  The selection of suitable woodworking machinery and tooling are therefore important safety factors.  A requirement of the Approved Code of Practice and Guidance for the safe use of woodworking machinery is that limited projection tooling must be fitted. School woodworking machinery must meet the requirement for limited projection tooling to be fitted.  There was also a need to fit braking devices to reduce rundown times of tools on certain machines. School woodworking machinery should have braking devices fitted.


3. Necessary safeguards include:
3.1. Adequate training of operatives;
3.2. Adequate guarding of woodworking machinery and prevention of “kick-back”;

3.3. Adequate maintenance;

3.4. Safe siting of woodworking machinery;

3.5. Control of wood dust and noise
3.6. Rules on the use of woodworking machinery by young persons;
4. References
4.1. SCC Schools (CLEAPSS) Design and Technology Safety Policy. 
4.2. Southampton City Council SWP – Work Equipment.
4.3. 
Southampton City Council Schools Safety Advice Note – Work Equipment
4.4. HSE Link Page – Woodworking. 

4.5. Health and Safety Executive publication – Supervising for Safety in Woodworking. 
4.6. Supervising for safety in woodworking - Are you as good as you think you are? 
4.7. Southampton City Council SWP – Control of Vibration at Work.
4.8. Southampton City Council SWP - Noise at Work
School Advice Note
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