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General Guidance
1. Wall mounted notice boards, display boards and bulletin boards are used throughout schools as a simple and convenient way of communicating information to staff and students.
2. The boards are mounted predominantly in corridors but also in rooms within a building. All school buildings fall under the requirements of the regulatory reform (fire safety) order 2005 and therefore must meet specific standards relating to means of escape in the event of fire. The use of fire doors, fire compartmentation and appropriate fire resistant building materials within a building are essential components of a fire prevention management strategy.
3. In the event of fire, open notice boards which have substantial amounts of paper-attached can significantly reduce the protection provided by fire resistant building materials and compartmentation in the event of fire.

4. Therefore it is incumbent on the school to ensure that there are appropriate rules in respect of wall-mounted notice boards. The following guidance should be followed with regard to the fixing of notice boards:
Dead-end corridors, protected stairways and lobbies to protected stairways
5. No open type notice boards allowed. Where there is no alternative means of escape from a corridor then only notice boards which meet class o requirements will be permitted.

6. Notice boards which comply with class o requirements are glazed notice boards with aluminium frame, fire resistant toughened glass doors and class O core material with fire resistant covering.

Corridors with an alternative means of escape
7. Notice boards meeting class 1 requirements, open type with fire resistant material covering, may be used in a corridor with an alternative means of escape provided that the surface area of the class 1 materials does not exceed 20% of the total ceiling and wall surface area of the corridor. The remaining area must be class ‘O’.
8. In applying the 20% surface area factor, any posters, display boards or similar items fixed to the wall or ceiling surfaces shall be included in the calculation as class 1 items.
9. Ensure the display materials (including artificial and dried foliage), scenery and stands, are fire retardant, or have been treated with a proprietary fire retardant treatment designed to enhance their fire performance.

10. Minimise the amount of combustible display material in corridors and circulation spaces (e.g. Art work, etc).
Atrium areas
11. In 'atrium' areas only notice boards to class 'O' requirements may be installed as fixed items.

Notice boards within classrooms, staff rooms etc
12. Where notice boards are to be fixed in rooms the following rules will apply:
12.1. Where the risk of fire is high then all notice boards must be class ‘O’.
12.2. Small rooms (<30m2) notice boards can be class 3.
12.3. Large rooms (>30m2) the 20% rule described in 3 above applies.
Guidelines for Displays of School Work 

Classroom

13. The area of walls used for display should not exceed half the total floor area of the room. No display should be positioned either within 1 linear metre of or above an exit or classroom door. The provision of limited ceiling decoration would also be permitted. The latter should be kept clear of lights or other ignition sources (e.g. cookers) and should not include materials which melt and drip in the event of fire. 

Corridors and entrance hallways

14. The area of walls used for display must not exceed a single area of two square metres in every ten square metres of wall. In addition there should be a minimum of two linear metres between displays and a one metre gap should be left at doorways and adjacent to cloakrooms. The use of polystyrene and other similarly flammable materials must not be permitted and display boards if fitted should be to the standard required by the Building Regulations. Boards must meet Class ‘O’ standard. Hanging displays are not recommended. 
15. Maximum display areas as detailed below:
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Stairways

16. There must be no combustible displays of any type in escape stairs or in lobbies leading to stairways. 
17. Further advice can be found:
17.1. HM government fire safety risk assessment guide – educational premises. [image: image2][image: image3][image: image4][image: image5][image: image6][image: image7]
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